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Please answer the following questions.  You may use as many or as few words to detail your responses.

1. What makes you Chinese American?  (Other than the obvious)

2. What do you enjoy writing about?  How would you describe your preferred writing style?

3. If applicable, please detail your prior writing experience pertaining to journalism.

4. If you were one of our readers, what would you want to read about?

5. In your opinion, what is one major issue (concerning people, society, education, politics, the environment, the world etc.) that you would change if you could?

Please rank in order the following sections/columns of the publication that you hope to write, from most preferred (1) to least preferred (15).  Detailed descriptions for each of the columns/sections can be found on the following pages.

A. “Dear ABC,” Advice column



1.  _____

B. Parents Say/Kids Say




2.  _____

C. Pros/Cons





3.  _____

D. People Profiles




4.  _____

E. Chinese/Chinese American History 


5.  _____

F. Lifestyles/Pop Culture



6.  _____

G. Features





7.  _____

H. Education/College/Career



8.  _____

I. Literature Works




9.  _____

J. Media






10. _____

K. Food






11. _____

L. “How to be Chinese American”


12. _____


M. Humor






13. _____

N. Trivia/Interesting Facts



14. _____

O. Society/Race/Controversial Issues


15. _____

A. “Dear ABC,” Advice column for readers

This column is to provide answers to questions that our readers may have about their experiences in growing up Chinese American.  Issues may include parental guidance, peer pressure, school or relationship advice that the youth readers are afraid to consult their family or friends with.  

B. Parents Say/Kids Say column

This column is to highlight topics that parents and children of Chinese families living in America often find themselves disagreeing upon.  This might include friends, school, technology, media, etc.  This column is to provide dual perspectives on issues that may be the basis of controversy for certain Chinese American households.

C. Pros/Cons column

This column will detail the benefits and drawbacks of specific aspects of Chinese American life, such as having parents that speak a different language than your peers, eating Chinese food at home, being able to understand both English and Chinese, or growing up in a multicultural community.  This column will allow readers to understand the experiences of Chinese American youth and some of the aspects of life that they have to deal with that are not always black or white (no pun intended).

D. People Profiles/Interviews

Iconic figures are significant to all instances of society, and this is no exception in the Chinese American sector.  For each issue, we hope to profile distinguished Chinese American individuals that have made a contribution to their community, society, or to the people around them.  This section is not only reserved for those of celebrity status.  These individuals can be artists, writers, politicians, parents, teachers from any sector of family or society, so long as this individual has utilized his/her talent and/or abilities to inspire those around him/her, and has served as an exemplary role model for ABCs.  In short, we can look at this person and say, “Because of this person, I am proud to be Chinese American.”  

E. Chinese/Chinese American History section

Exploring history and where stereotypes come from, this section will detail aspects of life for the first Chinese pioneer immigrants to America.  This section can also include ancient or modern history (history of our grandparents and parents).  This section requires the writer to do historical research and provide critical analysis to connect the past with the present.  

F. Lifestyles/Pop Culture section

Icons, music, television, sports, media, fashion, technology, etc.  This section will feature the latest trends of the young generation, how these products are being marketed and consumed by Asian/Chinese American youth, information about the products/trends, and what makes them popular.

G. Features section

The features section will feature organizations, museums, grand openings of cafes/restaurants, websites, etc. that have been created and/or run by Chinese Americans.  Organizations such as the Bruce Lee foundation, websites like www.taiwaneseamerican.org, www.mymomisafob.com, or the Chinese American Museum are all examples that we can include in our features section.  We will profile these features and discuss their impact on the surrounding communities.

H. Education/College/Career section

Education ranks among the top for priorities for Chinese families, and for this section we will offer advice for students who are trying to get ahead in school.  This includes coursework advice for high school students, college application advice, advice on how to write a personal statement, college statistics, etc.  We will also offer college advice (time management, etc.) along with career advice (interviewing skills, job market statistics, etc.).

I. Literature Works section

This section will feature books and other published works by Chinese American authors.  This might be books that have been around or books that have just recently been published.  The writer will review the book and discuss how the author details his/her experiences as a Chinese American through his/her work.  This section will also feature the author’s biographical information.

J. Media section

This section will highlight movies, films, or documentaries created by Chinese American directors and/or actors and actresses.  Like the Literature Works section, the Media section will include a review of the work, the director’s biographical information, along with information about what is being presented in the work, exploring the influences and style of the film and how it relates to Chinese American society.

K. Food section

In addition to education, Chinese families hold food in high regard.  For this section, we will include the history and culture of Chinese food, such as the history of dim sum and its significance in Chinese culture.  We will also include fusion recipes, special dishes, and feature healthy dieting choices that can be found in Chinese cuisine.  

L. Guide to being Chinese American column

This column is where the writer will list (in expository fashion) typical life experiences that many Chinese Americans share (similar to the list we discussed earlier).  Each issue will focus on a different theme such as “how to maximize profit during Chinese New Year,” etc.  This column will aim to be humorous and poke fun at Chinese stereotypes.

M. Humor/Cartoons/Jokes section

For this section we hope to find a cartoonist to create a strip for every issue.  However, if we are not able to do so, we can include jokes, pictures with funny captions, etc. that pertain to the Asian American lifestyle.  This section will be a creative one, and we invite your suggestions!

N. Trivia/Random Interesting Facts/ “Did You Know?” Section

There are (quite literally) a ton of interesting facts about Chinese culture and history that would shock many readers such as statistics, ancient historical practices, philosophical/religious beliefs, stories, etc. and we hope to include some of these interesting trivia facts in each of our issues.

O. Society/Race/Controversial Issues

This section will feature personal pieces, historical accounts, or current events, dealing with race and/or gender.  This will focus on the more “raw & real” side of the Chinese American experience and identity.  This can include discrimination, negative stereotyping, marginalization, abuse, or any other aspect of societal pressure experienced by Chinese or Chinese American youth in the home, at school, among friends, or in the community.

· Email your completed application to gloriatu@worldjournal.com by August 6, 2010

· If you have any questions, please email or call Gloria at (562) 841-5283
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